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6. Function or Uaa 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter catesories from instructions) . 

Religious Structure: church Religious structure: church 

7. Descriptlon 
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions) 
(enter categories from instructions) 

foundation Brick 
Earlv Republic: Early Classical Revival walls Brick 

roof Slate 
other Tin Roof 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIFTiJN 

:rlnlty Church 1s an early n~nereentn century structure locatea 
in the rural countryside or nanover ,sunry. this masonary ~ullalng 
IS located on tne old ilage Poaa tRouta ;,d) ~golng west Just past 
the sectlon or rne county Known as Coaresvllic. blnce irs con- 
srructlon in i d30 .  thls plaln yet rinely-uetalled churcn has been 
altered but twice, most recently to return i t  to its oriqlnal : m u  
whlch reveals many or the unique features installed by 
Uililam ana Hllton Green in t h r  fear ,oh. 

Architectural Analvsls 

The tacaae or Trinlty Church is r'lemlsh-bana b r i c ~  ana contains 
the double door antrance. ihe entrance is covrrea oy a small 
pedlmentqd porch supported on turned wood columns. Above thls roof 
1s a bulls-eye window. flanKlng the aoors are two or the ten 
wlndows ln the main churcn. A l l  windows have simple plank shutters 
ror protection. The remalnlng wails ot the cnurcn are laia 111 
American bond. Each side wall has three windows located in it. 
rhe aacrlsty is centered on the rear W ~ I  or the caurcb betweell 
two windows. It has a wlndow in its north wal.1 and a door on it3 
south elevation. a Drlck cornice, ana a nippea coor claa i n  tln. 
The sacrlsty was added to the church sonetline during the second 
nalr or the nlneteentn century. The itou~lr-pitched rssf coverlng 
on the maln block or the Dullding is slate, whlch was installed 
durlna resroretlon or tne exterior. The root overhang is a 
simple sotfltt and rascla wlth ogee aouldlng trlm. The front and 
rear gables return and the tront aable is supported by brackets. 

The ten wlndous in the main block or the.chucch-are caseaents. 
two panes wlde and eight panes in height. They contaln much of 
their orlginal glass and ,are hung on handoade-lunges. Also of 
interest 1s the oval bulls-eye window whlch accents the otherwlse 
unadorned gable on the front or the bu~ldlnq. 



8.  S t a t m n t  of Slgnmwnca 
Certifying offlcial h u  cuuidemd the signifiunco of this property in mhtbn to 0 t h ~  PWUlbS: - - - 
Applicable National Register Criteria =A EI c D 
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Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance S ignhnt  Dates 
Architecture I830 

Cultural Affiliation 
N / A  

Significant Person ArchitecVBuilder 
The Reverend John Cooke Milton & William Green 

- - 

State significance of property. and jusiify criteria, criteria conaideratione. and am08 and period9 of eignkama noted &ow. 

JTATEHENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Trinity Ep.iscopa1 Church..is.located on the old Ridge-R0.6:~in-western 
Hanover County and was buiit in 1830 to replace Hollowing Creek 
Chapel. wich is hbelieved:.to.-have been destroyed by fire. Trinity 
church is part of St. Martin's Parish and is specially significant 
for the unusualconcentric circular plan of its-,chanceb.:which has 
a curved rostrum. a curved Holy Table, and a curved ring of benches 
around the communion rail. It was only the fourth Episcopal church 
built after the Eevolution in Virginia. One of the most,interestlng 
reatures of any Virginia gallery is a well-wrought sign-,in 
Trinlty Churcl. that reads (In gold letters on both sides of the slgnl 
FIRST THREE PEWS ON THIS SIDE. FOR SERVANTS. This substantial brick 
bullalng was constructed by two local tullaers, Ulillan ti. Green and 
iillton Green. 

Trinity Church, is .in .a very rural. sett.ing. surrounded by relatively 
large farms and 1s located in the northwest portionof Hanover 
County. It was built toreplace Hollowing Creek Chapel, which had 
served the area since 1759 and is believed to have been destroyed 
by fire. Trinlty Church has.alwaya been a part of .St. Martin's 
Parish. which was formed in 1726 from St. Paul's Parish. The 
area.. around.. TEUrty-.Cbur~h~.deveIopea .f 10.. .an~.early .and ~succcssf ul. , 
tobacco busitwa thbt. was made .poss~ble..by~deep~~mat.er v ~ n  4be. neacby . - . ,  

Famunkey River and.the convenient terminal port.at Hanovertown. 
The old .connect.Lng InQlan path uaa uidened by carts and was called 
"the Cart Roab." . Later: the. creeks were bridged, to carry the 
rolllng tobacco .bogaMsd..a~-the road becane 'the Rolling Road." 
Trrnit)r..Chrrrch,&lociLte-.the,-WaUalb- . ... 
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10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of property 2.42 acres 
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Verbal Eioundary Descrlptlon 

Trinity Church is located at the intersection of RT 738 & RT 658 in Hanover Co., VA. 
Theproperty lies on the southwest corner of the intersection and is fully described 
by the attached plat drawn by The Reverend T. S. Russell, C. E., and recorded in 
~ l a t  book jj8, p.165, plat #l, Hanover Co., VA. 

see continuation sheet 

Boundary Justifical~on 

Justification is based on the attached plat drawn by The Reverend T. S. Russell, C. E.. 
This plat is located in the records of Hanover Co., VA in plat book 1\8, p.165, plat (11. 

See wntinuatbn eheet 
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Architectural Analysis (continued) 

The entrance to the nave is thru a pair of five-panel heart-pine 
doors. There is no handle on these doors since the use of the 
large brass h iron key is all that is needed to swing the doors open. 

The nave of the church, although plain, possesses several distinc- 
tive features. A focal point on the interior is a sign hanging 
from the base of the balcony which reads (in gold letters on both 
sides of the sign) "FIRST THREE PEWS ON THIS SIDE. FOR SERVANTS". 
Just to the right of the sign are the small windlng steps to the 
balcony. which contains a few pews and may have been a standing-only 
gallery for the church. The balcony, supported on four columns. 
affords an impressive view of the nearly circular altar rail and 
altar. the pulpit. and the ring of benches to the sides. Behlnd 
the pulplt is a concave recess with a matching curved door located 
in the center. This door leads to the sacrlsty of the church. 

The seating in the nave is composed of twenty pews. These pews are 
arranged in two groups of ten which flank the center aisle. The 
pews are simple.constructed from solid heart-pine boards with 
solid backs and seats. The top of each pew is capped with a rounded 
moulding. Under each seat is a solid front panel. 

The altar rall 1s also made of solld heart-plne supported by square 
balusters. The rlng of benches surroundlnq the altar rall are made 
of heart-plne with solid seats and a vertlcal slat back accentuating 
the importance of belng Instructed durlng Communion. 

The flrst alteratlon to the lnterlor of the church was the removal 
of the pulplt from lnslde the altar rail and the removal of the rlng 
of benches, belng done around 1910. The furnishings were recon- 
structed and returned to thelr orglnal posltlons around 1920. 

The lnterior walls of the building are plaster on brick and the flat 
ceiling is plaster on lath. The flooring in the nave and in the 
balcony is heart-plne. To the left of the pulpit, faclng the altar, 
1s the pump organ. 

The churchyard, filled with 42 large old oak trees, contains the 
church cemetery. The cemetery 1s on the northwest side of tne church 
and is wlthout any physical separation from the rest of the 
grounds. The cemetery contains 143 graves wlth 101 markers. 
The oldest marker in the cemetery 1s dated 1892 although 
the unmarked graves may be older. Families who attended Trinlty 
still use the cenetery for burials. 
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Architectural Analysis 

Another addition was constructed behind the sacristy in about 1981. This small 
frame structure, which can be entered only from the east elevation, provides 
restroom facilities for the congregation. 
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Historical Background (continued) 

Before Hanover County was formed from New Kent County the area 
was a part of St. Paul's Parish and on 2 October 1721 the St. 
Paul's vestry authorized the building of "two chapples" in the 
growing west. One was to be called Fork Chapel and the other 
Allen's Creek Chapel in what is now St. Hartin's Parish. 
Hollowing Creek Chapel was added in 1759 to serve the needs of 
the parishioners. 

In 1825 the Reverend John Cooke. age twenty-three and just 
graduated form the Virginia Theological Seminary. became the sixth 
rector of St. Martin's Parish. The Reverend Cooke was aware 
that there was a substantial number of Episcopalians living in 
the northwest corner of the parish who were too far away to attend 
an episcopal church. after the destruction of nearby Hollowing Creek 
Church. In his effort to raise the necessary money to build a 
new church he found a young widow named Elizabeth Berkeley was 
very helpful: indeed. according to Cooke family tradition she 
supplied most of the money. It was not long before the widow 
Berkeley and the Reverend Cooke were married. Tn the 1850 
census Cooke was the second wealthiest person in the county and 
owned eiqhty-four slaves. 

The cornerstone of Trinity Church was l a ~ d  on 8 October 1830 
by the Right Reverend Richard Channing Hoore, D.D.. Bishop 
of the Diocese of Virginia. There was present a host of prominent 
persons including the Reverend Leonidas Polk, assistant minister 
at Monumental Church in Richmond. who later becane a bishop of 
Louisiana and a general in the Confederate Army. During the 
first fifty years after the disestablishment of the American 
Church only seven Episcopal churches were built in Virginia: 
Trinity Church was one of them. 

Twenty-five years ago the Trinity Church congregation was merged 
with that of Fork Church and Trinity Church closed. However, the 
building and grounds are well nafntained and an annual service 
is held year on Trinity Sunday. 

Trinity Church has retained its dlstinctlve architectural 
features. the unusual circular plan of the chancel with its 
curved rostrum: original curved Holy Table: curved communion rail 
and ring benches: and even its striking overhead sign at the 
entrance that once told the servants where to sit. 






